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Activity Report 2024

During the reporting period, the IFGK continued to have 12 active employees: Martin Arnold, 
Christian Büttner, Anne Dietrich, Reinhard Eismann, Albert Fuchs, Kevin Kaisig, Gudrun Knittel, 
Barbara Müller, Julia Nennstiel, Achim Schmitz, Christine Schweitzer and Ulrich Wohland.

Activities of IFGK employees Martin Arnold: 

(to be added later)
Christian Büttner relaunched the IFGK website and currently maintains it. He reads
Publications of the IFGK and provides feedback on them. He is involved in the "non-violent action" 
project.
Anne Dietrich works as a peace expert for GIZ's Civil Peace Programme in Burundi, Eastern Congo 
and Rwanda in Bujumbura, Burundi, where she supports local partner organisations in training for 
non-violent conflict transformation, searching for international partners and making materials on 
non-violence available in French. She tends to participate in IFGK activities online. She presented her 
work "Subversive Love – Towards Needs Oriented Systemic Conflict Transformation" at the IFGK 
conference "Social Defence Put to the Test" and submitted it for documentation.
Reinhard Eismann: From the outset, Reinhard Eismann has been a continuous participant in the 
online discussion group "Demonstrate and then what?", which was founded in early 2024 following 
the demonstrations against the AfD. In the summer of 2024, he provided a service for the discussion 
group in the form of a self-assigned work assignment (evaluation of an MDR documentary on the 
question: What would happen if the AfD came to power in Thuringia/Saxony).
As a member of the foundation board, he submitted detailed statements/individual votes on three 
funding applications submitted during the reporting period for the Foundation for the Power of Non-
Violence.
At the beginning of September 2024, he took part in the online conference "Civilian-Based Defence 
put to the Test – Current Issues and Practical Challenges".
Reinhard Eismann continues to be a member of the initiative group for the "Wehrhaft ohne Waffen" 
(Defence without Weapons) campaign, where he contributed to the general discussions.
General peace policy activities included participation in the anniversary conference "40 Years of the 
Workshop for Non-Violent Action" (April 2024), the conference "Nuclear Ice Age?
How to Deal with Nuclear Threats in Europe?" at the Protestant Academy Loccum (June 2024) and 
the anniversary conference "30 Years of the Sponsoring Group Abolish Nuclear Weapons – Start with 
Us".
Kevin Kaisig is an editor at gewaltfreieaktion.de (see projects below). In early September 2024, he 
participated in the conference "Civilian-Based Defence Put to the Test". The lecture "The Shanti Sena 
Perspective on Civilian-based Defence today: Explorative Reflections" appeared in written form in 
the BSV's background and discussion paper for the conference. Kevin Kaisig is working on his 
doctorate and researching civilian peace armies in the context of the non-violent transformation of 
land conflicts. His focus is on relevant experiences in the Global South, especially in India and 
Colombia. In Munich, he is involved with the peace and human rights organisation Peace Brigades 
International (pbi) and hosts the "Eine-Welt-Report" on Radio Lora. The interview programme 
features representatives of organised civil society and social movements as well as activists.
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Dr Barbara Müller completed the manuscript for her new book, "Kämpferische Demokratie. 
Militärische Besetzung und gewaltlose Befreiung des Ruhrgebiets 1923-1925" (Combative Democracy: 
Military Occupation and Non-Violent Liberation of the Ruhr Region 1923-1925), in 2024. The book was 
published by Irene Publishing in February 2025 and can also be ordered from the BSV.
She continues to serve as managing director and is responsible for finances and association law. She 
is also currently involved in recruiting young talent and providing research consulting.
Julia Nennstiel began writing her doctoral thesis on social defence in Aarhus. At the same time, she 
continued working on a working paper for the project "Rethinking social defence: New findings and 
open questions from international research on civil resistance over the last thirty years".
Dr Achim Schmitz taught various German courses in Krefeld. He continued his seminars at the 
Fliedner University of Applied Sciences in Düsseldorf-Kaiserswerth (sociology, communication and 
teamwork).
Furthermore, social defence and support for conscientious objectors and deserters in war are his 
main peace policy priorities – with a speech at the Easter March in Krefeld and information events.
He remained active in the Peace Education Commission of the Fellowship of Reconciliation.
Dr Christine Schweitzer: In addition to her work as managing director of the BSV, she continues to 
work for the IFGK as editorial assistant and editor for the magazine Friedensforum 
(www.friedenskooperative.de). During the reporting year, she wrote various articles on the topics of 
social defence, civil peacekeeping and the war in Ukraine, and also gave lectures on these topics. In 
connection with the project she initiated with Julia Nennstiel in 2022, a working paper on the topic of 
unarmed civil protection and social defence was produced. The paper will be published in March 
2025.
At IFGK, she is responsible for managing members and interested parties and assists with editing 
working papers and website maintenance as needed.

Study days and general meeting

In 2024, the IFGK held another hybrid study day on 6 April 2024 in cooperation with the Magdeburg 
group of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. The programme can be found here: 
https://www.ifgk.de/forschung-und-projekte/studientage/
Two general meetings were held in 2024: one on the day before the study day and one online on 
15 November 2024.

Conference on social defence

The IFGK co-organised an international conference on social defence entitled
"Civilian-Based Defence Put to the Test. Current Issues and Practical Challenges." It took place 
online on 6–7 September 2024. Co-organisers were the Federation for Social Defence and the WoW 
campaign. The preparatory committee consisted of David Scheuing, Nele Anslinger, Nicklas Böhm 
and Christine Schweitzer, with Barbara Müller also participating at times. The conference was 
originally supposed to take place in Bielefeld, but a request for funding from the IFGK to the 
German Foundation for Peace Research was not decided in time, so we had to switch to the 
internet. A documentation of the conference as a background and discussion paper is now 
available from the BSV: https://soziale-verteidigung.de/produkt/civilian-based-defence-put-to-the-
test-conference-documentation/ .

http://www.friedenskooperative.de/
https://www.ifgk.de/forschung-und-projekte/studientage/
https://soziale-verteidigung.de/produkt/civilian-based-defence-put-to-the-test-conference-documentation/
https://soziale-verteidigung.de/produkt/civilian-based-defence-put-to-the-test-conference-documentation/
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Memberships

UCP/A Community of Practice (CoP)

In 2024, the IFGK became a member of a newly founded international network of organisations 
involved in unarmed civil protection: https://www.ucpacommunityofpractice.org/ Christine 
Schweitzer follows the work and participates in meetings.

War Resisters' International
The E-Council meeting took place between 10 and 22 June 2024, at which, in addition to the
On 8 November, the annual general meeting of the WRI Friends Association took place online. This 
year, after a long break, David Scheuing and Christine sent out two fundraising mailings, which 
brought in a small four-figure sum.
The IFGK is represented at the WRI by Christine Schweitzer. She is also chair of the Friends 
Association.

Civil Conflict Management Platform
There was no activity on our part in 2024.

New publications

Roland Bleiker: Nonviolent Struggle and the Revolution in East Germany. Translated from English by 
Ingrid von Heiseler. With an afterword by Eberhard Bürger, IFGK Working Paper No. 28, February 
2024

Christine Schweitzer: Unarmed Civilian Protection. Lessons for Planning for Social Defence, AP 29, 
February 2025, and the German version:
Unarmed Civilian Protection. Suggestions for Planning Social Defence, AP 30, February 2025

Another working paper on the topic of "Interacting with Security Forces. Challenges and Chances 
for Avoiding Violent Repression in Social Defence" is being completed by Julia Nennstiel.

Projects

"Rethinking Social Defence"

The project "Rethinking Social Defence: New Findings and Open Questions from Thirty Years of 
International Research on Civil Resistance" by Julia Nennstiel and Christine Schweitzer has not been 
completed as planned due to work overload. However, two working papers have been produced as a 
result, which will be published in 2025.

non-violent action

(to be added later)

Bibliography on non-violent action

(to be added later)

New website

The IFGK had to move its domain because the website host is ceasing operations. We have moved 
to another provider; Christian Büttner designed the new site.

https://www.ucpacommunityofpractice.org/

